
ITAPA-Italian Association of Aviation Psychology 
Conference: Aviation Psychology: areas of intervention 
and perspectives.

THE PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATION SYSTEM IN THE
SPANISH PSYCHOLOGY.

Francisco Santolaya Ochando
President General Council of Psychology of Spain

Adela Gonzalez Marin
President of the Spanish Association of Aviation Psychology. 

Member of the board of directors of the Traffic Safety Division.

Translated from Spanish to English - www.onlinedoctranslator.com

https://www.onlinedoctranslator.com/en/?utm_source=onlinedoctranslator&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=attribution


Advice
General of the

Psychology

ITAPA Conference – Italian Association of Aviation 
Psychology “Aviation Psychology: areas of intervention 
and perspectives”

National Accreditation of Expert Psychologist in Psychology
Aeronautics





Francisco Santolaya Ochando
President

General Council of Psychology of Spain

Madrid on September 10, 2019

Dear Francis:

I am writing to you as president of the Spanish Association of Aviation Psychology (AEPA). 
This association, which has been operating since the end of 1998, represents a large group of 
psychologists aware of the importance that psychology has in improving air safety, in all its 
fields of action. Thus, Aeronautical Psychology constitutes one more specialty within 
Psychology, in this case applied to the study of the psychological processes of individuals, 
groups and organizations that make up the socio-technical, aeronautical and space system.

The aeronautical field constitutes in itself a specific framework that, due to its 
characteristics, shapes and conditions human actions, for this reason it is necessary 
that the participation of the psychologist to improve human behavior for the benefit of 
safety has this specific knowledge.

It is therefore essential to guarantee that psychologists have both the necessary 
training and experience, as well as adequate skills development to respond to the 
different demands that may arise in the exercise of the profession, all in an 
environment that is constantly changing and evolution as is the aviation sector.

From the direction of AEPA, we have seen the need for the aeronautical psychologist to be 
recognized, as a specialist scope, for which:

I request that the figure be recognized

I thank you in advance for your

go specialist in aeronautical psychology.

consideration to the request made.

Adela Gonzalez Marin

Spanish Association of Aviation Psychology



Group of Experts in Aeronautical 
Psychology

Attached to the Traffic and Safety Psychology Division 
(PSTYS)

Defend Aeronautical Psychology professionals 
before Administrations and companies, 
guaranteeing air transport users safe, sustainable, 
connected and healthy mobility.

Intermodal integration with health and safety in 
other means of transport.

Coordinate efforts and joint actions of professionals 
in Aeronautical Psychology from all the Official 
Colleges of Psychology in Spain.
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National Accreditation of Psychologist Expert in Aeronautical Psychology

Total number of accredited

accredited 38
- Western Andalusia 4

- Eastern Andalusia 3

- Biscay 2

- Catalonia 1

- Valencian Community 3

- Balearic Islands 1

- The Palms 1

-Madrid 18

- Principality of Asturias 1

- Region of Murcia 3

- Santa Cruz of Tenerife 1



FOUNDATIONS

COP………………..PSYCHOFOUNDATION. 
CUP. ORIENTAL……………FUNPSI. CUP. 
WESTERN……….FUNCOP. 
COPCV………………………………IOPF.

………..Certificate in Unified 
Protocol (PU) from the Boston Institute 
for Spanish-speaking countries.
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Introduction to the National Accreditations of
Expert Psychologist

Specific certificationsthat recognize a series of merits both in
training as work experience.

They are not enablingto practice the profession.
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Why this accreditation
EITHERFew specialized psychologists.

EITHERNeed for professional recognition. 

EITHERValidate your skills.

EITHERGuarantee professionalism and quality. 

EITHERContribute to training and qualification. 

EITHERAvoid intrusiveness.

EITHERPromote safety, health and well-being in aviation
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Objective of the Accreditation

The Spanish Association of Aviation Psychology (AEPA) has proposed the establishment of a process 
for theNational Accreditation of Expert in Aeronautical Psychology. This fact will mean:

v
v
v
v

Recognize the specialty of the psychologist in the context of aviation. 

Reinforce the added value of the practice of Aeronautical Psychology. 

Endorse the professional competence of aeronautical psychologists.

Deepen the provision of higher levels of professional guarantee and quality in the services 
provided.

v Contribute to the training and complementary qualification of aeronautical psychologists.
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Specific Functions of the Aeronautical Psychologist
All the functions will be those related to themaintenanceand
development of safety in air operations(safety), through the 
development of cognitive, clinical and personality skills.

It will also develop both the labor competencies that determine 
how safe thenational regulationsandinternational.
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Criteria for obtaining the Accreditation of
Aeronautical Psychology

Thetransitory routeIt will be based on proven experience of more than 
4.5 years in the field of aviation.

Theordinary wayIt will be the training in Aeronautical Psychology, 
either in officially accredited public or private institutions, such as 
universities or recognized centers, whose agenda guarantees the 
basic contents.
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Basic training of the aeronautical psychologist

Thebasic formationThe aeronautical psychologist will have 600 hours of 
training, 400 theoretical hours, 100 contact hours, or the credits 
established by the corresponding University, and 100 practical hours.
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Theoretical Contents

a) Knowledge of the environment 40
- Introduction to the structure of the Aeronautical Sector

- Airports in the air transport system

- Air Navigation: ATS and CNS; its management and 
implications

- Organizational management of an air campaign, 
and pilot and crew schools
- Basic principles of flight

b) Sector Regulations (International, European and 
National)

twenty
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Theoretical Contents

c) Actions and human limitations in aviation 55
- Cognitive-behavioral factors, sociological and 
organizational factors.

- Identification and mitigation of risks in 
automated booths
- Top and organizational safety culture. quality 
systems.

d) Ergonomic Psychology twenty

- Ergonomics and human factors in complex high-
risk systems
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Theoretical Contents

e) Areas of application in Aeronautical Psychology fifty

- Prior and periodic psychological examinations

- Selection

- Training (FFHH and CRM in pilot, TCP, controllers, 
maintenance, etc.)

- Assessment of skills in the workplace

- Risk prevention, advice and coaching
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Theoretical Contents

f) Areas of Intervention in Aeronautical Psychology 55

- Health promotion and management

- Changes in behavior associated with the activity

- Counseling and therapeutic intervention

- Psychodiagnosis. Aeronautical psychopathologies

- Psychology in accident investigation

- Psychological intervention in crisis situations (CSIM)

- Treatment of post-traumatic stress in high-risk 
situations
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Theoretical Contents

g) Psychological intervention in the organizations of the 
Aeronautical Industry

twenty

- Intervention in the management of 
organizational security

- Operational Safety Management System (SGS)

h) Air activity and environment fifteen

i) Aeronautical Psychology in the military field 25



Organized by: Collaborate:

COURSE: “EXPERT IN AERONAUTICAL PSYCHOLOGY”
600 hours - training and practical program

400 hours: virtual phase through the training platform
100 hours: blended phase

100 hours of curricular practices

start: October 3, 2023

Program and registration:https://www.cop-cv.org/formacion/4551

Accredited: Recommended by the State Aviation Safety Agency in the programming of the year 2019



Proposal:

ACCREDITATION TO
EUROPEAN LEVEL


